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The legacies of the Black
Panther av. the 504 Sit-Ins
& the Young Lords

Disability justice & mutual aid
responses to the pandemic and
natural disasters

Health care cooperatives
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LEGACY: THE BLACK PANTHERS

“We want completety free health care for all Black and
oppressed people. We believe that the govemment
must provide, free of charge, for the people, health
faciliies which will not only treat our ilnesses, most of
which have come about as a resutt of our oppression,
but which will also develop preventative medical
programs to guarantee our future survival”
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Throughout the late 60's and 70s, Black Panther Party
members organized 13 Peoples’ Free Medical Clinics
across the country. Atthe clinics, volunteer doctors
and nurses provided first aid, vaccinations, ambulance
services, and community health screenings free of
charge. In Seattle, the Carolyn Downs Family Medical
Center clinic is still in operation and providing care to
this day.
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LEGACY: S04 SIT—INS
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LEGACY: THE YOUNG LORDS
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COMMUNITY HEALTH IN ACTION:
OAKLAND
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COMMUNITY HEALTH IN ACTION:
MATAWA FIRST NATION

"A health co-operative means
ownership by us and our communities.
It is about providing the best services
for our people, sharing resources, and

managing our heatth system. We
choose to work in unity, to break the
barners, to close the gaps and find true
pathways to healing.”

- Matawa Health Co-operative Board of Directors
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COMMUNITY HEALTH IN ACTION:
NEW ORLEANS

“The Common Ground Health Clinic started on
September 9, 2005 just days after hurricane Katrina
tevastated the Gulf Coast. Due to the humanitarian
tisaster and apparent lack of Eovernmental resFonse.
oharon Johnson and Malik Rahim put out a call for
healthcare workers to help meet the overwhelming
need. Nurses, physicians, herbalists, acupuncturists,
EMTs, social workers, and community activists came
from around the world to volunteer at the clinic. Since its
Inception, the clinic has served more than 60,000 patient
visits - all at no charge to the patient.”

- Common Ground Health Clinic Website
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Cooperative Home Care Associates (CHCA) in the Bronx
is one of the largest worker co-ops in the U.S, providing
high-quality home care, while squqrtmg care
providers with dignified jobs and training. In the height
of PPE shorta_&es at the start of the pandemic, CHCA
teamed up with another cooperative, the Carolina Textile
District, to manufacture and distribute 100,000 masks
for home health care workers.

:Si se puede!
We can do it!
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COMMUNITY HEALTH IN ACTION:
KNOXVILLE

“When the [Black Lives Matter] uprisings started.

we pivoted our work to how we could be supporting
Black and Indigenous people of color on the frontlines
not only in our community, but around the country.

50 we started sending medicine all over for free.”

- Knoxville Community Apothcary
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CLIMﬂTE JUSTICE DLLlﬂNCE NEW ECONOMY

COMMUNITIES UNITED FOR A JUST TRANSITION
COALITION
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